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DECEMBER 2020 St. Paul Lutheran Church
No In-Person Worship Online Only

Recorded worship with St. Paul & San José available on Facebook & YouTube

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

Second Sunday of 7
7:00 p.m. Boy
Advent

8

9

10

11

12

9:30 a.m. Worship Online
10:20 a.m. Zoom Coffee
Hour
4:00 p.m. Zoom
Confirmation class:
Genesis 37-50 - Joseph

Scouts

13

Third Sunday
of Advent

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

6

9:30 a.m. Worship Online
10:20 a.m. Zoom Coffee
Hour

Fourth Sunday
of Advent
9:30 a.m. Worship Online
10:20 a.m. Zoom Coffee
Hour
4:00 p.m. Zoom
Confirmation class:
Advent / Christmas
celebration

27

9:30 a.m. Worship Online
10:20 a.m. Zoom Coffee
Hour

7:00 p.m. Boy
Scouts

7:00 p.m. Boy
Scouts

7:00 p.m. Council
Meeting (Zoom)

Noon Soup Lunch ToGo

Noon Soup Lunch ToGo

Noon Soup Lunch ToGo - Christmas meal

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICE ONLINE
Premieres at 3:00
& 7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m. Caroling
in the Parking Lot St. Paul’s

28

7:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts

29

30

NO SOUP LUNCH

31

CHRISTMAS DAY

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

4

Dave Knutson’s
Birthday

Stephen Field’s
Birthday

Mark & Sara
Mueller’s
Anniversary

Fri

Sat

5

6

Katie Hassenfelt's
birthday

Audrey
McManigle’s
Birthday
James Saudargas’s
Birthday

7

8

Ray Murphy’s
Birthday

Karen Saudargas’s
Birthday

9

10

15

12

13

19

20

John Petersons’
Birthday
Karen Moe’s
Birthday

Karl Schilling’s
Birthday

14

11

16

17

18

Holly Gessner’s
Birthday

21

28
Michaela
Shepherd’s
Birthday

22

29

23

30

24
Christmas Eve

31

25

26

Christmas Day

Henry Pann’s
Birthday

27

Designated Mission Outreach
Each month, St. Paul supports a local or national ministry. You can
donate using your red offering envelopes. Donations will be
disbursed to the specified group at the end of each month.
December’s featured mission:

Lutheran Social Services
LSS remains on the front lines of addressing the well-being of
vulnerable populations. Populations including homeless
individuals, the elderly, children and adults living with mental
illness or active drug and alcohol addiction and more. LSS
provides a strong support system, treatment services, intensive
counseling and home health visits on a daily basis. Without the
staff and the services they provide, the impact can be lifethreatening.
For more information about Lutheran Social Services and the
programs they provide, see their website at:
https://www.lsswis.org/LSS/Programs-Services

SHOUTOUT TO DAVE & JUDY MARKEE
Dave and Judy Markee worked long, hard hours during
the unseasonably warm November stretch of weather to
trim bushes, pull weeds, pick up trash and generally get our
landscaping around the church ready for winter.

Thank you so much for your hard work!
Do You Have an Item for Our Newsletter?
Contributions for the January newsletter
are due by December 20.
Email secretary@stpaulbeloit.org.
Subject line: Newsletter

Property - Boy Scouts are supposed to help finish the outside clean up.
Music & Worship - Thanksgiving should be hosted by Our Savior’s this year.
Working on the Devotional Book for Advent. Still working on details for Christmas.
Adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:37 p.m.
Minutes prepared by Jane Carr, Secretary.

Prayer List
We offer our prayers and deepest condolences to the families and all who
loved Donna Loerke and Joyce Buske.

May God comfort and sustain those who mourn.
Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Pastor Lucy’s family and all who have been diagnosed with or are waiting
for test results for COVID; Karen; Juelane (sister of Mark Mueller); Larry M.
(Soup Lunch friend of St. Paul); Londell (father of Cameron B.); Joyce E.; Alan
(son of Henry and Sharyn Pann); Carol M.; Jeanette B.; Timothy (son of
Gladys Weeden); Shirley (mother of Ken Harris); Ashley; Debbie (sister of
Chet Organ); Todd (friend of Chet Organ); all those affected by COVID-19 and
by the violence in our nation and around the world, and friends and family
in the military.
Names will be kept on the prayer list for two months unless otherwise
requested. If you would like to have yourself or someone you know added
to the prayer list, please let us know. Email secretary@stpaulbeloit.org
with prayer list updates. Please use "Prayer List" in the subject line.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN OUR
TEAM OF READERS & INTERCESSORS?
You will receive the text of the First Reading or the Prayers of
Intercession for the week by email when your turn in the rotation is
coming up, along with additional details. During this COVID era, we
will work with you to pre-record your contribution to the service.
For more information, contact: secretary@stpaulbeloit.org or
pastor@stpaulbeloit.org

St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Date: 11/10/2020 Meeting: held via Zoom Call to order: 7:06 p.m.
Attendance: Ken Harris, Judy Markee, Glenda Liptow, Jane Carr, Jen Murray, Dave
Knutson, Jean Neitzel, Katie Hassenfelt, Linda McManigle, Pastor Lucy .
Devotion: Led by Katie. December will be led by Ken.
Approval of Minutes: Dave motioned to approve the minutes from the October
13, 2020 meeting; Jean seconded. All approved. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Glenda emailed her report prior to the meeting.
Jean motioned to approve the Treasurer’s report; Katie seconded. All approved.
Motion carried.
Discussed the Office accounts. Jean motioned to move the balance of the carpet
fund over to the roof fund account. Jen seconded. All approved. Motion carried.
Katie motioned to move the balance from the call committee to the roof fund
account. Jean seconded. All approved. Motion carried.

Advent Reflections Chapbooks
Advent is a season of waiting with anxious hope. As days shorten and
the cold deepens, the church feels the tension of
a society eager to jump straight to holiday cheer
juxtaposed with the real sense that all is not right
with the world—we need a Savior!
Our 2020 St. Paul Advent & Christmas Reflections
chapbook collects reflections of the St. Paul
community as we consider this strange, hopeful,
difficult time—memories and devotions on some of
our favorite songs of Advent and Christmas. We
pray they will help you navigate this poignant
season of longing with the hope, peace, faith, joy,
and love that Emmanuel, God with us, offers us.

Jean motioned to approve the Treasurer’s report; Judy seconded. All approved.
Motion carried.
Finance Report: No report this month
Organ Maintenance - David F is aware that the funds are available so he can
schedule as needed.

We are also doing an online devotional with recordings of the
songs juxtaposed with scriptural readings. Be sure to check
Facebook and YouTube to watch the videos!

New Business: Spending Plan Meeting Date - Finance committee meeting on
Monday to put together the 2021 budget plan draft. Still looking at first Sunday in
February to hold both the Spending Plan and Annual meetings.

Special Thanks

Old business: Eckholm Property - No updates at this time.

Online Only Services - We will continue with online services only for the time being.
Thanksgiving Eve Services - At this time, planning on in person service at Our
Saviors, but expecting this to be changed to online only.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Lucy did not have a formal report this month. She
mentioned that we have received 4 Thrivent grants for various needs in the past
month.
We will be filling in a few nights for Family Promise just after Thanksgiving and
providing the groceries for that week.
Stewardship drive is going well. A number of pledge cards have already been
received.
Mueller Family—St Paul will be helping the Mueller family by providing meals on
Fridays. Contact Jean if you would like to participate.
Advent Devotional looks good and excited to hand them out.
President’s Report: Ken Thanked everybody for all the help to keep everything
running smoothly during the last few months.
Start thinking new council members.
Committee Reports: None this month.

To Jean Neitzel, who had the idea, recruited contributors, and spearheaded
getting the final project out the door.
To Carol Josh and her team of volunteers who gently stuffed the envelopes
and so much more.
To Pastor Lucy for song suggestions, providing photos, finding the right
order, and inspiration.
To Resa Haile for editing, formatting, and fighting the printer to produce
this beautiful final project.
To David Frank for his tireless work and his talents in helping to create the
online version.
To everyone who took the time to add your heartfelt reflections!
Their labor of love is a great blessing to us all and much appreciated!
And to everyone who takes the time to read, reflect, and listen—

Have a Blessed Advent
and a Merry Christmas, Everyone!

Soup Lunch volunteers continue to serve the community
with Soup Lunch To-Go, handing out 510 meals in October.
You can help to support our Soup Lunch ministry by mailing
your donations to: St. Paul Lutheran Church, 617 St.
Lawrence Ave., Beloit, WI 53511 or by going to:
https://tithe.ly/
give?c=531526.
Please mark any
financial
donations for
"Soup Lunch." If
you are donating
for the holiday
gift bags, please
mark “SL
Christmas.”

Dec. 6 - Genesis 37-50 - Joseph
Dec. 20 - Advent / Christmas celebration
Please contact Pr. Lucy to sign up & receive the details
on logging in on Zoom. .

Front Step Communion

Image from Soup Lunch archive

December Menu

No Soup Lunch
Dec. 30

This year our Confirmation Class will focus on the Old Testament —
beginning with the foundational stories in Genesis this
fall. Confirmation will be online via Zoom for the time being and we'd like to invite ANYONE who'd like to join us in learning the
arc of the Old Testament stories! Our young people's questions and
experiences will guide our conversation, but all are welcome. Bible
study is more fun when we're exploring together with a diverse
group of people and together making sense of what it means for us
today.
Consider being part of this
intergenerational Confirmation experiment!
Tentative Confirmation fall schedule, Sundays 4-5:30 p.m.:

We are also in
need of sandwich
bags, spoons and
forks, napkins,
and books,
particularly adult
fiction.

Wednesdays @
Noon

CONFIRMATION 2020-21 - YOU ARE INVITED!

2nd: chef’s choice
9th: lasagna soup
16th: Cheesy broccoli soup
23rd: Christmas dinner and gift
bags
30th NO SOUP LUNCH

As we continue to grapple with the reality of COVID-19 in Rock
County (and around the world!), we want to make sure that our St.
Paul community remains as safely connected and supported in faith
as possible. To that end, we invite anyone who has been unable to
participate in our online worship with communion (which we
observe the last Sunday of each month) to consider a “front step
communion” home visit. If you would like Pastor Lucy to visit you
for a brief, outside, physically distanced communion liturgy, please
contact Pastor or the church office to make arrangements. **You
will need to provide your own bread and wine or juice on hand.**
Pr. Lucy will bless the elements, pray the Lord’s Prayer together
with you, and leave you a blessing.

St. Paul Lutheran Church Council Members
President
V.P., Property & Personnel
Secretary & Staff Support
Treasurer
Financial Secretary
Worship & Music
Youth Ministry
Parish Education
Church in Society

St. Paul’s Foundation Awards Grant to Soup Lunch

Ken Harris
Judy Markee
Jane Carr
Glenda Liptow
Katie Hassenfelt
Jean Neitzel
Jen Murry
Linda McManigle
Dave Knutson

Treasurer’s Report: October 2020
Income Category
Regular
Office Acc.Deposit
Soup Lunch
Billboard
Christ in Home
Family Promise
San Jose
Mission Outreach
General Fund
Online Giving

74.00
10039.50
1343.00

Total Income

11382.50

Call Comm.-Beg. Bal
-Deposit
- Disbursement
-Ending Balance
Sound Sys.-Beg. Bal.
-Deposit: Member
-Deposit: Dinner
-Ending Balance

Amount
9777.00

182.50
6.00

126.56
0.00
0.00
126.56
1100.00
0.00
0.00
1100.00

Summary
Beginning Balance
Income
Available Funds
Expenses
Correction
Ending Balance

Amount
14811.21
11382.50
26193.71
16171.10
10022.61

Spending Plan/Mo.
Over/Under Mo.
Over/Under Year

15704.00
-4321.50
4028.02

Roof Fund-Beg. Bal.
-Dispersment
-Deposit
-Ending Bal.

11477.98
0.00
50.00
11527.98

Organ Fund-Beg.Bal
-Deposit
-Ending Bal.

714.80
0.00
714.80

The Soup Lunch mission thanks St. Paul’s Foundation for choosing
Soup Lunch as
one of its grant
recipients. On
December 23,
Soup Lunch will
be serving a
special holiday
to-go meal and
are excited to
also be able to
give out gift
bags filled with
personal care
items. This generous donation of $400 is being used to help fill
Christmas gift bags for Soup Lunch guests.

Soup Lunch Christmas Gifts
As we navigate the COVID-19 reality, this year we will be
handing out Christmas gift bags instead of having our
traditional “Christmas store” at our Soup Lunch banquet. We are
accepting financial contributions to purchase personal care items
for these gift bags to be given out to our Soup Lunch guests.
Please mark your donations with SL CHRISTMAS so they are
directed appropriately. If you have any questions, contact
closwald@charter.net or secretary@stpaulbeloit.org.

An ELCA Domestic Hunger Grant in the amount of
$4,000 has been awarded to St. Paul Soup Lunch for
2021. Soup Lunch is grateful and excited to use this
award to continue this important mission in the coming
year.

St. Paul’s Foundation Awards Grant to Lutherdale

ZOOM COFFEE HOUR AFTER CHURCH
Join us after church each Sunday morning in December for
a Zoom Coffee Hour! Simply a time for catching up with your
St. Paul community—you must provide your own coffee and
doughnuts for the time being. ;-)
We will begin shortly after the service video has ended—around
10:20 a.m. each Sunday. For security purposes we are not
publishing the link publicly—but call or email the church office
and we will gladly send you the details. If you're not able to join
us via video, you can call in to participate. Again, contact us and
we will send you the phone number and log-in code. Hope to
"see" you Sunday!

READER-INTERCESSOR DECEMBER SCHEDULE
Rog and Jean Neitzel present David Box, Associate Director of Lutherdale Bible
camp, Elkhorn, WI, a check in the amount of $500.00 donated by the St. Paul
Lutheran Foundation, Beloit, WI.

A big shoutout goes to the St. Paul Foundation Committee. As St.
Paul’s representatives to Lutherdale, Roger and Jean Neitzel
requested a grant from the Foundation for $500 to be given to
Lutherdale as they struggle to keep the camp up and running during
this time of COVID. It was approved, and Rog and Jean presented
the check to David Box, Associate Director.
Lutherdale has been a wonderful source for St. Paul members over
the years. Many of St. Paul’s kids have gone to confirmation camp
as well as winter retreats. The OWLS group has spent many days
there, whether for Bible Study and a tour of the facilities or taking
one of their many trips around the country as well as many one-day
trips to interesting places.
Lutherdale held a special campaign this fall for emergency COVID19 response to ensure they will be able to continue providing life
changing adventure for people of all ages. To date, 533 gifts,
totaling over $278,000 has been given. Anyone can continue to give
online at lutherdale.org.

Dates
6
13
20
24
27

Reader
Connie Heins
Melanie Schneider
Lexi Blazer
Carol Josh
Greg Wilson

Intercessor
Larisa Chmielewski
Marilyn Harris
Dave Knutson
Roger Neitzel
Hayden Murry

Christmas Eve Service Online
A traditional Christmas Eve service will premiere on
Facebook & YouTube at 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. People
can watch together.

Caroling in the parking lot
At 8:00 p.m., we will have a short carol service in the
lower parking lot: hear the Scriptural proclamation from
the angels in Luke, sing some carols, and share the
peace—all masked & distanced appropriately.
A few of our Soup Lunch volunteers will distribute hot chocolate
and pre-packaged cookies to those who would like. The whole
service will be no longer than about 20 minutes.

Stewardship
A huge thank you to all who helped make
our—quite unusual—2020 Stewardship
Season, and the focus on Holy Currencies,
a success. To our "Stew Crew"—Dave
Knutson (chair), Katie Hassenfelt (Financial
Secretary), Carol Josh, Cathy Oswald, and
Pastor Lucy. To Roger and Jean Neitzel for getting
a Thrivent Action Grant to help distribute materials. But most especially
to all who pledged, and to all who give—of your time, your experience
and skills, your finances, your heart and passions. Together we are able
to fulfill our mission to be "an Inviting, Christ-Centered, SpirituallyGrowing, & Community-Serving church." Thank you! We have so far
received 49 pledges—just a few shy of what we received last year—
totaling almost $130,000, which is more than was pledged last year. In
such a strange year, we have been overwhelmed by the generosity of
this community of faith—and it really has enabled us together to
continue to love our neighbors and do God's work. Through our online
services, our care packages to families with kids, our Soup Lunch To-Go
ministry, our sponsorship of meals for homeless families through Family
Promise, and our continued partnership with many ministries both local
and global—and in a thousand other ways that YOU are serving God
and your neighbor each day, we are fulfilling our calling and mission
together. Thank you!
It's still not too late to send in that pledge card—we'd love to know your
"why," even if your financial pledge is, "I don't know at this time." And
stay tuned in 2021 as we dive deeper into the Holy Currencies and the
blessings we talked about this October!

THE BELOIT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE CENTER THANKS ST. PAUL
The donation of $75 will help to continue their mission to offer services
for empowerment to survivors of domestic violence, working towards
lowering the rate of domestic violence in our community.

A Lesson on the SEASONS and COLORS Of the Church
by Sharyn Pann

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Advent brings the beginning of the new Church year.
Have you ever wondered why the colors of the worship service
(paraments, Pastor’s stoles, etc.) change? We worship with our eyes
as well as our hearts and our words, and each color has its own
meaning.
Let’s begin with Advent. The color is blue, the color of the sky, and
with it the hope that Christ will return from that sky where He
ascended.
Then comes Christmas, whose color is the white of the purity and
joy of Christ's arrival. Some churches also use gold (we see the
white and gold together on the Crismons decorating our Christmas
tree). The Christmas season lasts from
Christmas Eve until January 5, the
day before Epiphany, and white
remains the color. December 25
-January 5 = "The 12 Days of
Christmas.”
The large candelabra are
used during the Christmas
and Easter seasons and on
Pentecost,
Reformation
and All Saints Sundays (you
will notice they are in place
when the colors are white
or red - high holy days).
Otherwise we only use the
altar candles. The Christ candle
is lit on the "white" Sundays
when we celebrate Jesus and the
resurrection, and also at funerals. The
fire of the candles marks the holiness of Christ.

Waiting for Christmas
Rev. Daniel Wynard, guest columnist
Waiting is hard. No one likes to wait. Over and
over our culture has taught that time is money,
and your personal time is a precious commodity
that you need to protect and use wisely. From this
stems deep emotions of impatience and
ingratitude whenever our time is wasted. It is
almost if we somehow feel violated if someone
dares to impose on our time in a way that is
unworthy of us. This fear of waiting, combined
with the yearning to receive cool gifts, has made
us wish for Christmas sooner and sooner each year. The pandemic seems to
exacerbate this even more.
Advent is all about waiting. It reminds us what it was like for God’s people
before Jesus came the very first time. There was much that was wrong with
their world. The violence was out of hand. En masse, people were turning
away from God to embrace a way of living that worshiped hedonism. And the
value of human life was dwindling away. Does this sound familiar? It seems
like the world we face today is very similar. In the midst of this, the people
were waiting. They were waiting for God to answer their cries. To do
something. To fix their lives, country, and world. They were waiting for the
Messiah to save them.
During Advent, God calls us to not only remember how anxiously God’s people
waited before Christ’s birth—but to wait faithfully in our own time. Just like
them, we are waiting for the coming of the Messiah. And just like them, we
often struggle with the waiting. “Is Jesus really coming?” I know this is what
was promised, but since it has been over two thousand years, it is easy to
doubt and to forget. As theology professor and blog writer Marc Cortez put it,
“The same questions that must have plagued God’s people before Christmas
continue to pursue us after. Advent helps me see that I’m not alone when the
waiting gets difficult and the questions loom.”
When we skip Advent, we forget to ask and wonder about Jesus’ return. We
forget that we are supposed to wait and wrestle with our doubts. Instead we
tend to ignore our doubts, pretend that they are not there and allow them to
slowly eat away at our faith.
But when we take time to celebrate Advent we are reminded that the people
in the Christmas story (Mary, Joseph, Elizabeth, Zachariah, wise men, angels,
and shepherds) all understood that their stories were wrapped up in God’s

larger story of promise and hope. The events happening around them were not
really about them, but about God’s answer to a broken world. Celebrating
Advent helps to prepare us so that we are not caught up in the “This is all about
me” mentality of Christmas. The celebration is not about what gifts I give or
receive, what others think about how I decorated my house, or what parties I
have been invited to. Christmas is the story of God’s promise to redeem a lost
world. Advent reminds us that we are still living in the light of those promises.

Council Announcements
Annual Meeting. February 14, 2021, time to be determined. Online or inperson depending on the COVID-19 situation.
Publish the Agenda (30 days prior, per the constitution). Jan 10, 2021.
Distribute by mail and email.
Special meeting of the Council to approve the Annual Meeting Agenda.
This will be a Zoom meeting held at 7:00 PM.
Publish the Annual Report, with all committee reports and spending plans
on February 1, 2021. Distribute by mail and email.
All reports for the Annual Report will be due on January 11, 2021. These
should be sent electronically to the church secretary by or before the
11th. If you are earlier, all the better. By far, the best way to submit these
is electronically.
Hold a Spending Plan Forum (by Zoom) on January 20, 2021. This meeting
will be from 10:30 am to 11:30 am.
Issue a 30-day Notice of the Forum. This will be done in the December
Newsletter.
Finance Team to Develop the Spending Plan in November of 2020. This
task has been completed.

Shop ELCA Good Gifts
Choose from more than 50
unique, charitable gifts to give in
honor of friends and family.
They’ll get a card to let them
know about what you’ve done,
and you’ll get the joy that comes
with making the world a better
place. God’s love is a gift, given
through Christ. This Christmas, let us celebrate that gift by sharing God’s love
with others (https://goodgifts.elca.org/).

